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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
15t March 2026

Masses during the Week
All Masses at Aldeburgh are live-streamed*

Saturday 1800 Aldeburgh* Margaret de Boer RIP
Sunday (15%) 0915 Leiston People of the Parish
1100 Aldeburgh*
Monday No Mass today
Tuesday 0900 Leiston Aideen Hall FM
Wednesday 0900 Aldeburgh*
12noon Funeral Service for Barry James
Stedman
Thursday 1800 Leiston Russell FM
Friday No Mass today
Saturday 1800 Aldeburgh*

Sunday (22" 0915 Leiston Roger Clark RIP
1100 Aldeburgh* People of the Parish
Livestreamlink for Mass
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC-
GsEOvSOm19a_jvjwgLRDw/livestreaming

We extend a warm welcome to those visiting our parish this
weekend and thank you for your offertory gift, which you
can ‘gift aid’ by using one of the envelopes from the back
of church.

Tea/coffee is served in the hall after the Sunday Mass at
Leiston. All welcome.

This Sunday is known as Laetare Sunday (Rejoice), being the
first word of the Entrance Antiphon. Rose colour vestments
may be worn today, marking the mid-point of Lent. It is
also Mothering Sunday.

Sorry, there is no Mass on Friday this week as | will be
attending the Funeral Mass for Fr Peter Leeming at the
cathedral, but there will be Stations of the Cross at noon.

This week we celebrate St Patrick on Tuesdy and |St Joseph
on Thursday

Lenten Conversations We will be running two further
conversations this lent at All Saints church, Leiston starting
at 1830, following Mass at 1800:

19t March. ‘Social Media’, led by Johnny Dawson and Al-
fie (other teenage help very welcome)

26" March. ‘God chooses the Poor’, led by Christine Quinn
Each will be a lively discussion. The more varied the ideas
the more interesting they will be. If you can help, please
send Johnny an email:

johndawson@blueliner.co.uk All welcome.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: | will be available for
Confessions at Aldeburgh next Saturday, 21 March
between 3 and 4pm.

Food bank collection next weekend, 21%/22"¢ March:
Please bring whatever you can as a special collection for our
local food bank. All items welcome but especially Toiletries,
Nappies, pasta, rice, sources, and tinned food.

As has become traditional in recent years, a string quartet
will be performing Haydn's Seven Last Words from the Cross
at Aldeburgh on the Monday of Holy Week, 30" March at
7pm. Each movement has programmatic details within the
music, ending with a dramatic portrayal of the earthquake.
There will be meditative readings alternating with the music.
All are welcome and the performance lasts about an hour.
Suggested donation £10.

Holy Week Services. The Maundy Thursday evening Mass
will be at Aldeburgh at 7pm; Good Friday 3pm Service will be
at Leiston, and the Easter Vigil with the First Mass of Easter
will be on the Saturday evening at 8.00pm at Aldeburgh. The
Easter Sunday Masses will be Leiston at 9.15am and
Aldeburgh at 11.00am.

Money Matters: Thank you for your weekly collections.
Last week’s plate collection was £345.32p. We are also
grateful for the generous weekly Standing Orders, which
currently amount to about £640 per week. Have you set up
a Standing Order with the parish? It's easy: ‘St Peter’s
Catholic Church Parish Account’ Sort Code 20-98-07: a/c
number: 90777048. For Gift Aid purposes, the Charity
number for the diocese is 278742.

We remember those who are sick and housebound in the
parish and all whose anniversaries occur at this time of the
year.

Bvery blessing for the coming week.  Fr david

Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Lent (A)

First reading 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a

In those days: The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with
oil, and go. | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for |
have provided for myself a king among his sons.’

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the
Lord’s anointed is before him.’ But the Lord said to Samuel,
‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stat-
ure, because | have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as
man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks on the heart.” And Jesse made seven of his sons



pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has
not chosen these.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your
sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest,
but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to
Jesse, ‘Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he
comes here.” And he sent and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the
Lord said, ‘Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” Then Samuel took
the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers.
And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day
forward.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 23(22):1-3a. 3b-4. 5. 6. R1

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me;
he revives my soul.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

He guides me along the right path,

for the sake of his name.

Though | should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil would | fear, for you are with me.

Your crook and your staff will give me comfort.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

You have prepared a table before me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell

for length of days unending.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

Second reading Ephesians 5:8-14

Brothers and Sisters: At one time you were darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light, for
the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true,
and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part
in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.
For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in
secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes
visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore
it says, ‘Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.’

Gospel Acclamation John 8:12

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus.

Gospel John 9:1-41

At that time: As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from
birth. And his disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered,
‘It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the
works of God might be displayed in him. We must work the
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming,
when no one can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the
light of the world.” Having said these things, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the
man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, ‘Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). So he went and washed
and came back seeing.

The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beg-
gar were saying, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?’ Some said, ‘It is he.” Others said, ‘No, but he is like him.
He kept saying, ‘1 am the man.” So they said to him, ‘Then
how were your eyes opened?’ He answered, ‘The man called
Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, “Go
to Siloam and wash.” So | went and washed and received my
sight.” They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not
know.’

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly
been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the
mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him
how he had received his sight. And he said to them, ‘He put
mud on my eyes, and | washed, and | see.” Some of the Phar-
isees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not keep
the Sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner
do such signs?’ And there was a division among them. So
they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about
him, since he has opened your eyes?’ He said, ‘He is a
prophet.’

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had re-
ceived his sight, until they called the parents of the man who
had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ His
parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son and that he
was born blind. But how he now sees we do not know, nor
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He
will speak for himself.” His parents said these things because
they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if
anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put
out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of
age; ask him.’

So for the second time they called the man who had been
blind and said to him, ‘Give glory to God. We know that this
man is a sinner.” He answered, ‘Whether he is a sinner | do
not know. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now
I see.” They said to him, “‘What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I have told you al-
ready, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ And they
reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples
of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The
man answered, ‘Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We
know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a



worshipper of God and does his will, God listens to him.
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, ‘You
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?’ And they
cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him
he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered,
‘And who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?’ Jesus said to
him, ‘You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.’
He said, ‘Lord, | believe’, and he worshipped him. Jesus said,
‘For judgement | came into this world, that those who do not
see may see, and those who see may become blind.” Some
of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to
him, ‘Are we also blind?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were
blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, “We
see”, your guilt remains.’



